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THE RED MARK AND OTHER STORIES
AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I
were a servant in waiting at your door!.When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee
[abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is
imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the
prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant,
wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the
king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured
without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away.."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy
friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what
they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and
lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his
custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they
talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand
alike.'".46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third!
Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest
day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear,
O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that
hid them she had ta'en..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life
wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.It is told of
Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions,
in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of
his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it
was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went
round and the lutes pulsed..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ? ?
By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..When the king heard this story, he said in
himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the
slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and
hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of
wont..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now
he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering
in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all
these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced
the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs
(24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little
white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of
the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the
boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and
Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed
there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..When Abou Temam returned with [news of]
the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and
made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with
an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we
contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..The
king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither
he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so
that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased
not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was
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crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water
with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up
and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and
saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in
quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Presently
he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm.
So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said
to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence
hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these
rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies
for a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love!
And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me
Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..When they came to themselves, they wept awhile
and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other
who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and
said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed
with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he
may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the
folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between
them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms
might have sight..101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.Presently, his friends
and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him,
laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms
of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of
him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the
hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly
dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in
ranks to look on her..?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.Wife,
The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and
pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw
him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost
thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and
gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of
the matter of the dower..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.So
he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called
down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May
the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no
neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".91. The Loves of
Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.? ? ? ? ?
But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I
would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an
exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised
on the tuberose, saying:.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee
yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story.
Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in
tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque
and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the
reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from
Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of
ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat
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the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I,
O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".46. The Sharper of
Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had
happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn,"
answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee
away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following
verses:.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the
place thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing
pain.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the
kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct
him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the
fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the
realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had
vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon
the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..?
? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
Until they left my heart on fire without allay..The Eleventh Night of the Month..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..The woman who used to act as
decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her
for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house
by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into
a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of
blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they,
"We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy
life.".? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she
mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of
him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst
waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old
man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into
my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold
water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she
slept and rested herself..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes,
washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a
black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the
slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing
with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his
warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came
with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and
bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and
displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved
them and were vouchsafed children by them..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him
rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments
that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent
moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy
lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried
out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was
confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath
betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last,
from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she
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told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was
therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of
Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban,
and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his
loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the
coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over
all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided
her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of
the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her
pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and
how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours
among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the
Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi,
whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him
as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company
[on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I
would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who
pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's
Story cvii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves
fast to us aye!.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket,
with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into
it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..Woman of the
Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned
to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him
and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying,
"Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil
and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their
case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when
thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that
our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now
is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the
light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S
STORY..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he
arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to
my sight..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran.
Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down
from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he
laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway
cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE
WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and
slain..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of
the noble me wrought and inlaid..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..It is
said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he
understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his
kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander
of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'"
"How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on
me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I
did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest
wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her.
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He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and
the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had
importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Officers of Police, El
Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When they came to the palace, King
Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation
to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So
great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up
with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past]
and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues
and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to
wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the
means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night
with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".89.
Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And
set me in your houses, high and low;.(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and
the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate
lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and
every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise
[and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence."
And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..And when she had made an end of her song, she
wept sore..? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.The Vicar of
the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en
Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the
Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing
and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the
lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be
God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to
boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And
thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me."
(32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn
took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all
that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the
wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that
which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto
love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh
and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this
is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up
Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name
was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his
lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the
palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun
buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with
the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him
and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger
upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he
became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".7. Story of the Hunchback ci.It is said that En Numan (169) had two
boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
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he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Rich Man
and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.6.
Story of the Hunchback xxv.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can
vie..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..Then the queen
entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it
to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I
conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet,
but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she
improvised and sang the following verses:.6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.83. The Woman's Trick against
her Husband cccxciii.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his
entrails rage amain?.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the
Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst
all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was
embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?"
"O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I
have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.I saw thee, O
thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder
the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy
plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall
suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his
goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith,
whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they
went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to
her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..Love to its victim clings without relent,
and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore.
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